
 

 

 Issue 1—October 2024 

   QUALITY OF EDUCATION  

NEWSLETTER 

All Saints Academy, Houghton Road, Dunstable LU5 5AB 
01582 619700  www.allsaintsacademydunstable.org  

Executive Principal: Liz Furber 

 

You can contact the Quality of Education team using the email addresses below: 
 

Kate Searle 

Deputy Principal—Quality of Education—KSearle@asadunstable.org 

Liam Morgan 

Assistant Principal—Quality of Education—LMorgan@asadunstable.org 

Danielle Manning 

Assistant Principal—Quality of Education—DManning@asadunstable.org 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome to the first Quality of Education Newsletter of this academic year. All Saints Academy staff have a clear 

vision for effective learning that centres on nine principles, the ASAD9. The nine principles for developing learning 

are based on Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction and, as a result, our staff 

are well-trained to deliver high-quality lessons that identify gaps in learning 

through retrieval tasks, questioning and targeted support. A summary of how 

we use Rosenshine’s research in our lessons is on the left. 

Every month we will send you details of what our students will be studying in 

their lessons. You will see that our curriculum is as broad as the National 

Curriculum. We maintain a breadth of subjects during a three-year Key Stage 

3, with students making their option choices at the end of Year 9.  

Year 7, 8 and 9 students all have dedicated weekly lessons in art, music, and 

PE.  There are also two lessons that rotate half-way through the year between 

drama/food and textiles/design technology. This ensures that students have 

least 5 months experiencing each of these rotations, leading to a better 

curriculum experience. 

Feedback to students is high on our priority list and we have introduce 

‘Whole Class Feedback’ once per half term for Key Stage 3 classes.  In the next 

Newsletter we will share the views of our staff and students on this new 

approach to some of our marking tasks. 

Kate Searle  
Deputy Principal—Quality of Education 

Substantive knowledge  

This is the subject based knowledge that students  need to understand. It is planned, taught and revisited in a careful 

sequence by teachers. 

Disciplinary knowledge 

This is how we gain knowledge in a subject. For example, in history it often involves using historical sources, in English 

reading novels or poems, and in more creative subjects drafting and re-drafting work. 
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October Virtue:  Justice and Truthfulness 

Skill:  Leadership 

Year 7 

In art, students are developing their basic core skills using tone and pattern through 

looking at artists including Bridget Riley and Barbara 

Hepworth to look at how to communicate visually. In DT, 

the students are extending their drawing skills looking at 

perspective drawing alongside 3D sketching skills. In 

music, students will be continuing their studies of 

Caribbean music, focusing on giving truthful feedback to 

others’ performances. In PE, students will study football, basketball and netball, focusing on the 

development of their leadership skills.  

In English, students will continue their study of the book ‘Sky Hawk’. Students will explore their own opinions 

on the justice and truthfulness of the characters, exploring how people are 

affected by concealment and immoral circumstances. In MFL, students will learn 

vocabulary in their target language about their own families using 

relevant grammar correctly  

In geography, students will be continuing to develop their 

mapwork skills. They will explore leadership by working in 

groups to be able to successfully navigate using a map. In 

history, students will explore the leadership of Caesar and Augustus and the justice 

of the Roman Empire. In religious studies, students will be exploring the origins of 

the Jewish faith and the leadership of Abraham and Moses.    

In maths, students will continue to explore number skills, looking into the justice of the 

minimum wage. Science lessons will explore the truths of gravity and the movement of the 

human body. Students will develop their leadership skills while taking 

on different roles during practical sessions. In computer science, 

students will explore security and truth of data storage and what 

happens when this goes wrong.  

 

 

 

All information about the content students are studying in Year 7 is available in our Curriculum Maps on our 

website  
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Year 8 

In art, students are starting to work on personal responses to insects using watercolour, pen 

and embroidery skills whilst looking at the work of mixed media artists. In food studies, 

students are studying macro-nutrients starting with looking at 

carbohydrates and their place in a balanced diet. They will also be 

cooking a rice-based meal. In textiles, students are looking at an iPad 

case design challenge, thinking about developing a design brief 

based on festivals.  Music lessons will explore samba, with students demonstrating 

leadership as they develop their composition. In PE lessons, students will develop their 

leadership within invasion games.   

English lessons will continue to explore the book ‘Stone Cold’, focusing on the 

character of Link and the justice in his life. MFL lessons will continue to look at foreign 

travel and holidays, with an exploration of the limitations the law has on travel to visit 

families, and whether this demonstrates justice.    

Geography lessons will focus on population and population change in a global and local 

context. The lessons will focus on overpopulation and the problems that this might cause for 

global fairness and justice.  History lessons will move on to focus on the slave trade and the 

links to modern day injustices. Religious studies lessons will focus on religious beliefs about death and the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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afterlife.  

In maths, students will explore shapes and mathematical rules.  They will look at the area of different 

2D shapes and then further develop this as they begin to look at the surface area of 3D shapes. 

Students will also lead each other to make progress in area to ensure smooth transition to surface 

area.  Science will focus on light and variation, as well as dissections of the human eye. Computer 

science lessons will explore the truth in binary data, developing the understanding of what was learnt last month.  

 

All information about the content students are studying in Year 8 is available in our Curriculum Maps on our 

website.   

 

(Continued from page 3) 

Year 9 

In art, students are exploring personal identity and developing ideas for 

art pieces using collage and painterly techniques. In DT, the students are 

extending their drawing skills, looking at perspective drawing alongside 

3D sketching skills. In music, students will compose a protest song, 

demonstrating leadership while creating their composition. In PE, 

students will also develop their leadership skills within invasion games.   
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In English, students will continue their study of the novel 'The Book Thief’, 

exploring how a lack of justice and truthfulness in Nazi Germany affects 

characters and their relationships. In MFL, students will continue to explore 

issues faced by some teenagers, considering the lack of justice and leadership 

which can result in teenage homelessness and poverty.  In geography, students 

will study seas and oceans, focusing on coastal erosion and physical geography. 

In history, students will continue to learn how British politics became more 

representative in the 19th Century and learn about the injustice shown at the 

Peterloo Massacre. Students will explore the truthfulness and justice needed to create a more democratic 

political system and how hard this can be. Religious studies lessons will focus on natural suffering, the story 

of Job and how Christ suffered during His lifetime.  

In maths, students will study expressions and formulae, finding the true value of an unknown. 

In science, students will explore photosynthesis and reactions. Students will explore the 

justice around the use of fertilisers. They will demonstrate leadership in investigating 

photosynthesis. In computer science, students will explore the truth of how images, sound 

and text are stored on a computer.   

 

All information about the content students are studying in Year 9 is available in our Curriculum Maps on our 

website.   
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Year 10 

In art and 3D design, students are starting their NEA portfolios exploring the themes which 

are important to them. DT students are looking at lamp and lighting design and beginning 

to identify the styles and materials they want to work on in their NEA. 

Students are choosing materials and processes to explore and present 

in their portfolio. In food studies, students are developing key 

knowledge about nutrients and kitchen hygiene ready to refine skills in practical sessions, 

working towards preparation for NEA work.   

In English, students will continue to read ‘A Christmas Carol’. They will study the text in depth to 

enable them to analyse exam questions needed for their GCSEs and practise how to answer them 

effectively. In MFL, students will continue to learn to give more complex information about 

themselves using a wider range of vocabulary. Students should be able to use the present and past 

tense with increasing confidence, showing good leadership in class.    

In maths, students will be learning to simplify and manipulate algebraic expressions by factorising quadratic 

expressions, including the difference of two squares.  They will also be simplifying expressions involving sums, 

products and powers, including the laws of indices.  Students will also continue to practise substituting and 

expanding brackets.  The students will need to be truthful about how hard they find they content.  Teachers will 

support students offering by offering 1:1 support or small group work aimed at closing gaps in knowledge and 

enabling all students to move onto more independent work.  

In geography, students will consolidate their learning about erosion and coastal 

landforms. History students will continue to enrich their understanding of 

medicine in the medieval world by learning about the renaissance and key figures 

such as Andreas Vesalius and Ambroise Pare. In religious studies, students will 

develop their knowledge of the nature of the universe; they will also have a lesson 

on religious and non-religious views on divorce.  

In psychology, students will be studying how babies and children develop and cognitive stages. They will learn 

about the importance of care-giver interaction and the effects on attachment.  Communication and leadership 

is important to understand the needs of others and how our actions impact others wellbeing.   

In business studies, students are studying the different types of market research that firms use to ensure that 

products will be successful.  Students will look at the quantitative and qualitative aspects of market research 

and how they are used to inform decision making.  In computer science they will understand the hardware and 

software components that make up computer systems, and how they communicate with one another and with 

other systems In health and social care, students are working on Component 1: Human Lifespan and 

Development. Students are building their understanding of life stages and the key developments that occur in 

each to complete their first internal assessment from December.  In beauty, students are currently looking at 

business structures in the hair and beauty industry and will be looking at career progression next. This will link 

well to the skill of leadership in October.  

In GCSE PE, students are currently studying paper 1, where they have looked at identifying the locations of 
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bones and muscles. They are looking at the function of the skeleton and the types of movements available at 

different joints.   

 

All information about what Year 10 are studying this month is available on the Academy website.    
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Year 11  

In art, students are refining ideas for final pieces to be completed this term for their NEA. They will be working 

independently to select improvements that they can make. In DT, students are fully engaged with their NEA 

work and are looking at designing a specification and completing market research to explore the key features of 

their product. In food studies, students are preparing to begin their first NEA task looking at report writing skills 

and how to complete a food experiment.   

In English, students will study Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. They will learn about the tragedy of 

Macbeth, the role of his wife, Lady Macbeth, and the main themes of the play. It is a famous play 

about leadership, which will be explored through the study of the different characters and the 

eventual role of truth in the way that Shakespeare chose to end the play.    

In MFL, students will continue to learn how to give more complex information in their 

responses. They will learn about volunteering and giving up one’s time for charity using a 

wider range of vocabulary.  To communicate well is a key feature of leadership – so 

success in MFL is clearly crucial!   

In maths, students studying Foundation maths will be studying trigonometry and Pythagoras’ theorem and how 

to apply these to find the missing sides and angles in shapes. Those studying Higher maths will be studying 

similarity and congruence before moving onto drawing and plotting graphs.  They will also be using symmetry 

and formulae, particularly trigonometric formulae. In biology, the focus this month is on the hormonal and 

nervous systems. Chemistry sees students learning about changes in the atmosphere and finally, in physics, 

students are learning about the nature and property of waves.   

In geography, students will continue to learn about sustainability, 

focusing on the Brazilian rainforest. In history, students will continue to 

learn about Germany 1890-1945 and the conditions in Europe in the 

1920s and 1930s. In religious studies, our students will look at 

philosophical questions concerning the nature of the universe, as well as engaging with 

ethical questions such as the rights of animals.   

In business studies, students will look at the ethical aspects of business with a focus on how people, animals 

and the planet are treated by business.  Students will study what businesses do to reduce the impact of their 

actions and their motivation for this.  

In psychology, students will be studying how social psychology affects day to day lives of everyone. They will 

learn about how psychology can be used in institutions and how people blindly obey authority 

figures.  Communication and leadership are important to understand the actions of others and how our actions 

impact others wellbeing.   

Students in health and social care will learn about human wellbeing which is their Component 3. We are 

developing our understanding of how we develop as people and different factors that can influence that 

development. With successful mock exam results in the last academic year we are now striving to refine our 

understanding of these key concepts ready for the assessment which will be sat in January 2025  
(Continued on page 9) 
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In beauty, students are looking at the historical development and leadership of the hair and beauty industry 

and will be preparing for the written paper shortly.    

In Year 11, GCSE PE students have started looking at their course. This is called their Personal Exercise 

Programme. They have planned a circuit for individual components of fitness which they now undertake on a 

Wednesday after school.  

 

All information about what Year 11 are studying this month are available on the website.   
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Sixth Form 

In psychology, students are studying biopsychology, specifically split-brain research, 

hemispheric lateralisation and localisation.  Students will be researching in depth studies 

into this area and will need to justify theories within complex biopsychology.  

In business studies, students will focus on growth, mergers and takeovers. Again, this 

has clear links to the skill of leadership in October and often makes headlines in the 

news.    

In economics, students will look at how financial systems are regulated.  This has clear links to justice as 

Governments put regulations in place to avoid a breakdown of financial systems  

In biology, students are learning about the structure and function of the kidney and how the different organs take 

on leadership to maintain homeostasis. They will be learning about organ donation and the role of truthfulness in 

making decisions about organ donation.   

In law, students are learning about Human Rights and the effects of this on court cases, they will show leadership 

on court case summaries and will learn about applying truthfulness in court cases. 

 

All information about what Years 12 and 13 are studying this month are available on the website.   

 

Do we have up to date contact details for you? 

If you change your phone number, email address or move house, it is important that you let us know straight away as 

this ensures you are not missing any information we send. 

Phone numbers are particularly important should we need to get hold of you in an emergency, such as a call from one 

of our first aiders. 

There are a number of ways to update your details.  You can: 

 call reception on 01582 619700 and give the new details over the phone 

 use the ‘Update Information’ icon in the Edulink app—this can only be accessed through parent/carer logins. 

 email the new details to office@asadunstable.org or parentcontact@asadunstable.org 

mailto:office@asadunstable.org
mailto:parentcontact@asadunstable.org

