
 

 

 Issue 4—January 2025 

   QUALITY OF EDUCATION  

NEWSLETTER 

All Saints Academy, Houghton Road, Dunstable LU5 5AB 
01582 619700  www.allsaintsacademydunstable.org  

Executive Principal: Liz Furber 

Dear Parents/Carers 

This term, we are continuing to focus on closing gaps in learning and the first way we do this, every lesson, is by 

asking students to complete a retrieval task.  Following our recent INSET day, staff are using a variety of retrieval 

methods in their lessons to assess retention of knowledge by students.  This is a very short activity at the start of 

the lesson.   

This month sees the start of the options process for Year 9, as they begin to 

consider their choices for their GCSEs.  Our Pathways Evening will be held 

on Wednesday 22nd January 2025 and will run from 5pm until 7pm. 

Directors of Learning, Heads of Department and specialist teachers will be 

on hand to talk to students and their families about the possible option 

choices.  There will be a presentation at 6pm which all students and 

parents/carers are welcome to attend. 

We continue to ask for help from parents/carers to ensure students have the correct equipment every day so their 

learning is never interrupted. Students are able to leave their iPads in school, with the non-teaching Heads of Year, 

so they can be charged overnight. Alternatively, iPad chargers or cables can be purchased through the Parent Pay 

app or at Student Reception if replacements are needed. 

 

Kate Searle  

Deputy Principal—Quality of Education 

You can contact the Quality of Education team using the email addresses below: 

Kate Searle 

Deputy Principal—Quality of Education—KSearle@asadunstable.org 

Liam Morgan 

Assistant Principal—Quality of Education—LMorgan@asadunstable.org 

Philippa Church 

Assistant Principal—Quality of Education—PChurch@asadunstable.org 

Do we have up to date contact details for you? 

If you change your phone number, email address or move house, it is important that you let us know straight away as 

this ensures you are not missing any information we send. 

Phone numbers are particularly important should we need to get hold of you in an emergency, such as a call from one 

of our first aiders. 

To update you rinformation, please call  reception on 01582 619700, use the ‘Update Information’ icon in the Edulink 

app or email office@asadunstable.org or parentcontact@asadunstable.org 

mailto:KSearle@asadunstable.org
mailto:KSearle@asadunstable.org
mailto:LMorgan@asadunstable.org
mailto:office@asadunstable.org
mailto:parentcontact@asadunstable.org
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January Virtue: Gratitude 

Skill:  Staying Positive 

Year 7 

In English, students will be completing a creative writing piece based on the fantasy 

adventure genre. They will stay positive as they participate in debates, which require 

them to provide a response to the opposing views of others. In French, students will 

focus on the topics of school, home and pets. They will demonstrate positivity by 

articulating ideas clearly and with an authentic French accent. In Spanish, students 

will speak about how they would design their ideal school, as they focus on the topic 

of Mi Insti (My School) and show gratitude by talking about their favourite teachers.    

In maths, students will study the topic of decimals and measures. They will demonstrate gratitude to their peers 

speaking through their own methods of calculation with those they work 

with. Students will study energy costs and transfers in science, 

demonstrating good speech as they participate in debates about non-

renewable and renewable energy sources. They will learn to explain their 

logical points and be able to show gratitude for the contribution of non-

renewable energy sources in the climate crisis. Computer science students 

will begin the Apps for [Good programme, being able to speak about effective features of the best mobile apps 

and staying positive in working out the problems they encounter]. 

In geography, students will focus on economic development around the world. They will be able to stay positive 

by presenting solutions to sweatshops in the fashion industry. Students will continue to focus on Henry VII 

winning the throne in their history lessons. They will explore the role that gratitude and respect played in 

securing the Tudor dynasty. Religious studies lessons will explore the Hindu faith, demonstrating good speech 

as they share with others how Hindus live out their faith with daily gratitude for what they have.   

In art, students will develop a wrapper design. Students will need to stay positive as they provide constructive 

(Continued on page 3) 

Substantive knowledge  

This is the subject based knowledge that students need to understand. It is planned, taught and revisited in a careful 

sequence by teachers. 

Disciplinary knowledge 

This is how we gain knowledge in a subject. For example, in history it often involves using historical sources, in English 

reading novels or poems, and in more creative subjects drafting and re-drafting work. 
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Year 8 

In English, students will complete their unit focusing on Utopias and Dystopias, before 

starting their new unit focusing on Inspiring Female Voices and staying positive. They 

will explore how to use a range of rhetorical devices and paralinguistic devices to 

engage their audience. Students will focus on sport and leisure in French, being able to 

speak positively to their peers about their hobbies. In Spanish, students will study a unit about food, and will need to 

stay positive to role play ordering food in a restaurant  

(Continued on page 4) 

feedback, highlighting the positive aspects of their peer’s design, along with 

providing focused feedback for improvement. Drama students will focus on ’The 

Tempest’, creating a display on the wall about their role. They will need to show 

gratitude to others for their thoughts about the background and motivation of 

their allocated character. DT students are creating a board game using market 

research and consumer knowledge to design an educational game. In music, students will present their 

composition of a track for a film and so will need to remain confident and positive in their approach. PE lessons 

will focus on 

fitness, 

badminton and 

handball, 

demonstrating 

how important it 

is in sport to stay 

positive, too.   

 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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In maths, students will study expressions and equations. They will stay positive during the process of 

factorisation. Students will explore electromagnets in science and explain different models for voltage, current 

and resistance. In computer science, students will complete their unit focusing on websites, staying positive as 

they provide effective feedback consisting of specific positive aspects of a website and focused, well justified 

improvements to make.  

In geography, students will explore the development gap between different countries and 

think about gratitude for what we have. They will be able to explain the difference in 

economic activity between different countries. In history, students will focus on the legacy 

of the American Civil War. They will explore how staying positive is needed to promote 

political change. In religious studies, students will study the Christian view of God being Trinity. Students will 

demonstrate gratitude in a religious context and what it means to believe in God even if they themselves are 

atheist as they explain challenging theological topics to others  

In art, students will complete their portraiture scheme of learning. Students will provide 

clear and balanced feedback to peers and show gratitude for this. Students will 

continue developing musical ideas for jazz and blues, providing effective feedback to 

their peers in music. This will help them learn to stay positive when hearing about how 

to improve things they 

have done. In textiles, 

students will create a 

loom and learn about 

the ancient craft of 

weaving. In food 

studies, students will 

continue to study the 

nutritional values of 

healthy eating. PE 

students will 

participate in dance, 

fitness, badminton and 

handball, staying 

positive as they work 

together in these 

areas.  

 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Year 9 

In English, students will focus on society’s biggest questions. They will stay positive as they 

develop questions and are able to debate ideas with each other to challenge themselves. In 

French, students will explore a balanced diet, speaking in the language as they learn the 

French terminology for those that they have learned in their food 

lessons. They will be able to talk about food from different countries. 

Spanish students will study the En Forma (In Shape) unit, demonstrating 

how to stay positive by providing sensitive health advice to others.   

Maths students will be able to enlarge shapes and know how to calculate inverse proportions. Students will 

demonstrate staying positive as they solve best buy problems. In science, students will study energy and 

energy transfers. They will be able to show gratitude as they have new concepts explained by their peers. 

Computer science students will complete their algorithms unit, with students providing effective peer 

feedback to demonstrate gratitude to each other.  

In geography, students will explore human and physical processes influencing 

and changing landscapes as they continue their unit on rivers. Year 9 students 

will have to stay positive as they present the impact of the climate crisis on 

landscapes. In history, students will continue to explore pre-1914 tensions in 

Europe, exploring the Schlieffen Plan. Students will explore gratitude (as opposed 

to greed) as a strategy to avoid conflict. In religious studies, students will contrast religious and non-religious 

ethics, 
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demonstrating positivity in debating whether religion has an impact on personal morals.    

In art, students will complete an identity project, highlighting good aspects of the work of 

others through being positive, even when the work is based on insects. Students will continue 

to compose computer game music in their music lessons, providing good speech as they 

outline the genre they feel their music would be most appropriate for. Students will explore 

non-verbal techniques in drama, which requires creativity and positivity to be open minded to 

try new communication methods. In DT, students will continue to construct their bridge 

structures and evaluate these to determine what forces they can withstand. PE students will 

focus on rugby, badminton and fitness, demonstrating positivity within a team ethos.   

(Continued from page 5) 

Year 10 

In English students will be reading JB Priestley’s ‘An Inspector Calls’. They will examine the class 

divide between rich and poor and will understand that Priestley intended to send the public a 

message about their capitalist views. This unit helps to teach the British Values of Democracy, 

Individual Liberty and Mutual Respect as students will look at society as it once was and 

determine whether democracy is something we have the power to influence. Is democracy real 

freedom? Students will interpret the idea of individual liberty and what we can influence and 

stand up against. Do the characters in ‘An Inspector Calls’ show mutual respect, or does the class divide prevent 

this? This class divide is also highlighted in history this term. Students have been learning about public health in 

the 19th century and how medicine developed in the 20th century, helped by the growth of the welfare state, 

surgical developments and growth of the pharmaceutical industry. Students have been reflecting on how they 

can show gratitude and generosity to one another, so we do not repeat the mistakes of the past.  

In French, students are learning about marriage and family, about traditions, extended members of family, 

describing how many members of the family there are and describing what their future family would look like. 

This demonstrates the virtues of gratitude for our own families as well as staying positive about our own families 

and friends.   

Geography, too, is inspiring students about Britain’s climate, the global climate, and the causes of climate change 

with links to the British Values of Democracy, Individual Liberty and Mutual Respect as we 

all have a moral imperative to deal with aspects of climate change. In religious studies, 

students will be discussing the nature of God and the arguments for / against his 

existence as well as the main religious viewpoints.   

In maths, students are learning about fractions and percentages. Students have been 

learning how to work out useful things like tax and VAT which will prepare them for the world of work. They are 

(Continued on page 7) 
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also developing their social skills as they are required to work in teams on some 

mathematical projects this term.  

In science, students are learning about the periodic table. They are 

learning about how to show gratitude for the chemists that have 

shaped the world we live in today. In learning this, very similar to in geography, students 

will demonstrate how chemists are grateful for the resources that we have.   

In art and 3D design, we see a continuation of coursework projects bringing together 

artistic styles to influence a student’s own work. We have an ensemble dance performance in dance lessons, 

too. Students will learn two solo set sequences and two duet sequences in the chosen style of dance and as a 

group they will be responsible for developing the material into a performance piece, as well as working 

cooperatively as a dance company. In DT, students are learning about electronic systems and programmable 

components.  Food studies students are focusing on heat transfer.  

In computer science, students will 

be developing their knowledge of 

basic programming concepts 

using Kodu, a visual programming 

language designed to make 

learning fun and interactive. 

Through hands-on activities, they 

will explore fundamental 

programming principles, such as 

sequencing, loops, and decision-

making, while designing their own 

creative 3D games. This positive 

approach will help them build 

logical thinking and problem-

solving skills in an engaging and 

supportive environment.   

In GCSE PE, students will be 

beginning to look at the different 

methods of training, components 

of fitness and the way that these 

components of fitness can be 

tested. Students will need to stay 

positive, as they will be 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Year 11 

In English, students will show gratitude as they finish studying ‘Macbeth’ and be thankful for the 

democracy we live in. They will also continue to study a variety of poems developing empathy for 

others, becoming more perceptive in their observations and responses. Students will cultivate 

gratitude as they demonstrate good speech in their oral presentations for spoken language.  

In modern foreign languages, students will demonstrate positivity as they prepare for the speaking and 

listening aspect of their exam. They will consider the people and things they are grateful for as they 

revisit the topics of holidays and travel.  

In maths, students are learning constructions, loci and some will be learning about equations and circle theorem, so 

they will show gratitude for the ideas of others by working collaboratively with their peers in class. They will be 

using compasses and protractors for their constructions and so will need gratitude when the specialist equipment is 

provided for them.  

Science students are learning about kidney dialysis and genetics and will consider how people with genetic disorders 

and kidney failure can remain positive. They will learn about the positive advances in medicine which allow us to 

detect and treat these diseases. Students will show gratitude for the ideas of others during class discussions about 

ethical issues  

(Continued on page 9) 

performing these fitness tests for the first time. This will give them an understanding of protocol for these tests 

and also give them an insight into their own fitness levels.   

In health and social care, students have completed their first unit of coursework, component 1, and are now 

starting the preparation for their second unit, component 2. This will include learning about the skills, values and 

attributes needed to be successful in the care industry.   

In hair and beauty, students will be looking at the common hair and beauty services offered in the industry. This 

will include students being able to list a range of common treatments offered in hairdressing, barbering services, 

beauty therapy and spa treatments, nail and makeup treatments and services. Students will be identifying a range 

of common products, tools and equipment used and outlining the treatments provided within these services.   

In psychology, students will be studying memory, the process and the theories linked to the topic.  This will include 

reconstructive memory, the multi store model of memory and different types of amnesia.  This links to our virtue 

of gratitude as we look at how we can support those with difficulties with memory.   

In business studies, students will be studying how business ideas are put into practice, with a particular focus on 

the financial side of business.  This includes how to calculate costs and revenue which then develops in 

profit.  Students learn management accounting techniques such as break even and cash flow forecasts as well as 

looking at the different types of finance available to a business.  This link to the virtue of gratitude as raising finance 

for a business is difficult and therefore any received is very welcome.  Finally, in PE (games lessons), students will 

be working on the skill of staying positive as they are taught how tactics in sport can have a risk and reward.  
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History students will continue to explore the failure of the League of Nations and the 

growing intensity in Europe, which ultimately manifested in the outbreak of WW2. In 

geography, students will be exploring urban development in Manchester as well as 

across the world. In religious studies, students will expand their knowledge of peace 

and conflict, and how religious views reconcile these issues, showing gratitude for the 

peaceful Christmas that we hope that everyone had.   

In art and 3D design, students will begin their exam projects in January. They will be given 

their topics and spend the month working on them, showing gratitude for any feedback they 

get in lessons.   

In GCSE PE, students will be working on paper 2. This paper looks at Health and Performance, and how these 

two elements interact. Students will be examining how skills are taught and how different techniques can be 

used for different people and the difference between beginners and more advanced performers. The students 

will then show gratitude as they look 

at what barriers are put in place when 

people perform in certain sports.   

In health and social care,  students 

have now completed both of  their 

internally assessed units of work and 

will now be focusing on refining 

learning for thier exam unit which 

they will sit in May 2025. This will 

consist of all the knowledge they have 

gained so far as well as learning about 

the key performance indicators of the 

body and how to improve them.   

In hair and beauty, students are 

continuing the work from the previous 

month and working on their extended 

projects, so will need to stay positive 

as they work through any problems or 

issues.    

In psychology, students will begin to 

look at sleeping and dreaming and 

how this influences people’s daily 

lives.  Students will look at different 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Year 12 and Year 13 

Year 12 biology students will be looking at the cell cycle and its stages. They will use 

microscope slides to observe the stages of the cell cycle in plant cells.  Year 13 

students will be learning about the uses of DNA analysis to solve problems in real 

life. They will appreciate the development of techniques such as genetic 

modification and DNA sequencing and understand how humans are using it to their advantage.  

In psychology, students will look at schizophrenia. They will study causes of schizophrenia including genetics 

and environmental issues.  Students will link to gratitude in their presentations for schizophrenic treatments   

In business studies, a pre-release case study for Paper 3 will be studied, however this is not released until the 

start of January so the topic is not yet known.   

Economics students will focus on trade and globalisation.  It is 

clearly linked to gratitude as most products are involved in some 

kind of global trade, so we would not be able to have what we do if 

it were not for trade.   

In law, students will be expanding upon their knowledge of the British legal system, sentencing and intent 

behind criminal transgressions. They will apply their legal understanding to case studies as they develop their 

30-mark answers.    

 

theories behind why  dream, and of dreams analysis.  They will also look at the body’s need for sleep and the 

importance of a good sleep routine.  There is a clear link to gratitude as they look at the wellbeing of individuals with 

poor sleeping habits.   

In business studies, students will be studying operations management and how it influences a business.  Students 

will look at different types of production and the decisions that a business must make when deciding on a type of 

production.  There is an excellent link to gratitude as the type of operation decided upon will impact on the well 

being of workers.   


